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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, SAG HAS CONTINUED TO INDICT 
PERSONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE RIOTS. ON IULY 8, AT LEAST 
132 PERSONS WERE BROUGHT TO COURT IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS, WITH 
47 APPEARING IN SOWETO MAGISTRATE'S COURT, 50 IN PRETORIA 
NORTH MAGISTRATE’S COURT, 18 IN ATTERIDGEVILLE MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT AND 17 IN WELKOM MAGISTRATE'S COURT. CHARGES INCLUDED 
PUBLIC VIOLENCE, HOUSEBREAKING, ARSON, MALICIOUS DAMAGE, 
SABOTAGE AND ROBBERY. AT LEAST ONE PERSON IN SOWETO. 
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ACCUSED IN THE SASO/BPC TRIAL IN PRETORIA, HAD CHARGES 
WITHDRAWN AND WAS REARRESTED UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT. 

MOST OF THE OTHERS WERE REMANDED IN CUSTODY TO REAPPEAR ON 
JULY 22 OR AUGUST 6. THERE WAS ALSO A PRESS REPORT ON 
JULY 10 THAT FOUR WHITE STUDENTS WERE FINED R100 OR 50 
DAYS FOR PAINTING SLOGANS SYMPATHETIC TO THE RIOTS ON 
UNIVERSITY ROAD IN PRETORIA. 

2. IN CONNECTION WITH RIOTS, THE JOHANNESBURG STAR 
REPORTED ON JULY 8 THAT "DOZENS" OF CHILDREN AS YOUNG AS 
EIGHT WERE BEING DETAINED UNDER UNSATISFACTORY CONDITIONS 
IN JOHANNESBURG. THE REPORT WAS DENIED BY THE AUTHORITIES 
UNTIL CONFRONTED WITH EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT. POLICE COMMIS- 
SIONER PRINSLOO WAS QUOTED NEXT DAY AS SAYING THAT "CHILDREN 
ARE PROBABLY BETTER LOOKED AFTER IN A POLICE CELL” THAN 

IF ALLOWED TO GO TO A "PLACE OF SAFETY", WHICH IS LEGALLY 
PROVIDED AS ALTERNATIVE TO BAIL RELEASE FOR JUVENILES. 
PRINSLOO ALSO STATED THAT "ONLY" 33 CHILDREN WERE BEING 
HELD AND YOUNGEST WAS 15. 

3. AS PART OF THE CONTINUING OFFICIAL REACTIONS 
(PRETORIA 2999), PRESS REPORTS OF THE LAST FEW DAYS HAVE 
HIGHLIGHTED DECISIONS TO BRING ELECTRICITY TO ALL OF SOWETO 
WITHIN 7 YEARS, POINTING OUT THAT AT PRESENT ONLY 31 PERCENT 
OF THE TOWNSHIP HAS ELECTRICITY, AND THE GRANTING OF NEW 
POWERS TO SOWETO'S URBAN BANTU COUNCIL. IN THE LATTER 
CASE, THE UBC WILL REPORTEDLY "ULTIMATELY" GAIN "A SAY 

IN MATTERS LIKE AMENITIES, HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT OF STAFF, 
EDUCATION AND HEALTH AND TRADING AND TRANSPORT". 

4. ON JULY 9, LOCAL PRESS REPORTED THAT ALL UNIDENTIFIED 
BODIES OF RIOT VICTIMS HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM MORTUARY 
AND GIVEN PAUPERS FUNERALS. THE REPORT STATES THAT 
DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER FOR WITWATERSRAND REFUSED TO SAY 
HOW MANY BODIES HAD BEEN REMOVED AND THAT IT WAS NOW TOO 
LATE FOR RELATIVES TO CLAIM THEM. IT WAS ALSO REPORTED 
THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE BLACK SASH HAD PROTESTED THE 
FACT THAT THE POLICE HAD CLAIMED THAT THEY COULDN’T IDENTIFY 
THE BODIES POINTING OUT THAT THE PASS LAW SYSTEM ENSURES 
THAT ANY AFRICAN OVER 16 IS FINGERPRINTED. THE FOLLOWING 
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DAY PRESS ACCOUNTS QUOTED OFFICIALS AS STATED THAT 27 BODIES 
HAD BEEN RELEASED FOR BURIAL, THAT EVERYTHING HAD BEEN DONE 
TO ESTABLISH THEIR IDENTITIES AND THAT THEY HAD NOT ALL 
DIED NECESSARILY AS A RESULT OF DISTURBANCES. 

5. THE BANTU EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED 
JULY 9 THAT BLACK SCHOOLS WOULD REOPEN ON JULY 20. THE 
SPOKESMAN SAID WHERE THEY WERE DAMAGED THIS WOULDN'T APPLY 
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OBVIOUSLY, BUT THAT NONE WARRANTED PERMANENT CLOSURE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

6. COMMENT: PRIVATE SOURCES HAVE INDICATED THAT SOME 
BLACK STUDENTS ARE CONSIDERING STRIKING ON JULY 20 AND 
NOT RETURNING TO CLASSES TO PROTEST THE CONTINUED 
IMPRISONMENT OF COLLEAGUES DETAINED IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE EARLIER RIOTS. 

BOWDLER 
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